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  I am driven by the reality that it’s 
just not enough. It’s not enough 
for me to just get by, to live a 
“good life” and be a “nice person”, 
or to keep to myself and politely 
live a normal life. Being a “nice 
person” isn’t changing anyone’s 
life. It’s not enough. I believe God 
has called us all to something 
great! I believe He saved us by His 
grace and gave us the ability to live 
a life that is vibrant and full.  

  Earlier this year we introduced a 
set of church values that reiterated 
our commitment to live in passion-
ate pursuit of Jesus. In addition to 
our vision statement, (becoming a 
loving community, inviting and 
challenging people to move to-
wards Christ), we adopted the val-
ues of Connect (connecting people 
to people with the goal of connect-
ing them to God), Care (sharing 
the love of God by looking for, 
identifying, and meeting the needs 
of others), Call (finding, under-
standing, and living out God’s pur-
pose for your life), and Courage 
(pushing past our fears to live in 
faith and obedience to God).  

  This summer, we did our best to 
live by these values and I think 
you’ll find many great testimonies 
in this edition of MV Life. All glory 
to God! 

 Kiki Honda and Joyce Miyabe 
courageously travelled across 
the globe to answer God’s call 
to love the people of Thailand 
and Myanmar.  

 Our Vacation Bible School pro-
gram was a great success as we 
connected with many new chil-
dren and parents.  We had six 
children make commitments for 
Jesus! Praise God!  

 PCJC Family Camp was a 
great time of learning, fellow-
ship and growing closer to God! 
Our speaker challenged us to 
find our rest in God so we could 
not just survive but thrive in 
life. Our youth and children also 
had a great experience with 
eight students re-dedicating 
their lives to Christ and one ac-
cepting Jesus for the first time! 

 Koh Ikeda, Carol Yoshizaki, 
Junko Kimura, Laurie 
Yoshino, James Kimura, Tino 
& Linda Gabrie, & Anthony 
Gabrie went on a 3-week mis-
sions trip advancing the Gospel 
in Paraguay & Brazil. Thirteen 
children accepted Jesus in their 
hearts. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Phil Sakanashi 
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Passion for JESUS! 

Save the Date 

Church in the Park 

September 4 

Smith Park, 10AM 

 

Ministry Fair 

September 25 

 

Family Promise Week 

October 2-9 

 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 

9:00 AM 

Japanese Language 

Service 

9:30 AM 

Worship Service, 

Jr. High Sunday 

School, 

Kid’s Church 

& Sunday School for 

High School 

10:00 AM 



 

 
  This year (7/17-7/22), 38 of our church family mem-
bers attended the Pacific Coast Japanese Conference 
Family Camp. I t was an amazing week filled w ith 
great teaching, spirit-led worship and times of fellow-
ship with brothers and sisters in Christ. Twenty of our 
youth attend, thanks to the financial support of our 
Mission Valley family. As a result, eight youth rededi-
cated their lives to the Lord! Skyler Hudson shared, 
“camp really shows you how God works throughout 
your entire life and I am more aware of what He does 
in my life because of it. I was most impacted by how 
God showed His presence throughout the week and 
through the teaching I received. Seeing how brothers 

and sisters of God bond to-
gether shows us how we're 
supposed to act with every-
one we cross paths with and 
show our love towards both 
friends and enemies.” 

To hear more testimonies 
from the week go to 
www.bitly.com/mvcamp2016 
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  This summer we celebrated the lives that were 
impacted and changed at Cave Quest Vacation 
Bible School. We had over 30 volunteers 
who served tirelessly to bring the message of 
God’s truth to the 25 kids who attended. The 
kids explored the rock-solid foundation of Jesus’ 
love. The week was filled with Bible-learning ex-
periences in which they were able to see, hear, 
touch and even taste important Bible truths. 
They learned Jesus gives us hope, courage, di-
rection, love, and His power! This year we also 
introduced Parents Place with activities and fun 
events for parents to gather together and fellow-
ship with one another.  

  Through the week, we rejoiced as two children 
gave their hearts to Jesus for the first time, and 
four more children prayed to rededicate their 
lives to the Lord! One child who made a first time 
commitment was Jordan Seto (age 7). Jordan 
shares, “Jesus loves me. He died for me and rose 
again three days later. He is in my heart”.  

  We are so excited by what God did during the 
week of VBS and give Him all glory for the lives 
that have been changed for all eternity! 

To see highlights from the week go to 

 bitly.com/mvvbs2016 

http://www.bitly.com/mvcamp2016
http://www.bitly/mvvbs2016
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  This past April, Kiki Honda and Joyce Miyabe, along with 
Craig and Sheila Okamoto from Seattle, traveled to 
Myanmar and Thailand to visit children’s homes and scout 
out possibilities for a future MV missions team. They con-
nected with Don and Kathy Williams (Free Methodist mis-
sionaries), and introduced them to Pa Kep Tang, Myanmar 
Free Methodist Superintendent. With Pa Kep, they visited 
the Light & Life Children’s Home and Bible College, as well 
as the church and boarding facilities being built. After arriv-
ing back in Thailand, they visited four different children’s 
homes. Supplies were purchased with donations and a 
fence was built around the Lighthouse Children’s Home in 
Chiang Mai. 

  Joyce met with Superintendent Pa Kep, in Seattle this 
past June. In November, Joyce will meet with Terra Yito, 
director of Lighthouse Children’s Home. The goal of the 
missions committee is to take a team to Myanmar and 
Thailand in December 2017 or January 2018. 

  Joyce shared, “Kiki and I were encouraged by the faithful-
ness of Christians in both countries to witness in the name 
of Jesus. It was a blessing to be able to see faith in action 
and we look forward to future plans.”    

 

 

 

 This summer, Mission Valley sent a team of eight to South Amer-
ica.  Team leader Koh Ikeda shared, “my desire was to get the 
team members excited about sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ through Vacation Bible School and conversational English. I 
wanted them to see that speaking English provides opportunities 
to evangelize in South America.”   

  In three weeks, the team served at three churches:  the first 
and third weeks in Brazil (Sorocaba and Sao Jose dos Campos re-
spectively), the second week in Paraguay.  At all three churches, 
they met people who started attending the church because of 
conversational English classes.  In Sorocaba, there were teenag-
ers who traveled 90 minutes one way by bus, to attend the con-
versational classes.   

  At all three churches, they helped out with Vacation Bible School 
(VBS).  In Sorocaba, VBS was held at LuAR, a community center 
the Sorocaba church sponsors that provides services to the chil-
dren in a low income areas.  Thirteen students accepted Christ!  

  The team’s Bible verse was, “For we are God’s handiwork, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in ad-

vance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10.  
Each team member brought their 
unique gifts and abilities in serving 
the people of South America.  They 
also worked together as a team.   

  Thank you for your financial sup-
port and prayers!  You played a vital 
role in the team sharing Christ’s love 
to the South American people!    

SOUTH AMERICA MISSIONS TEAM 
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“Becoming a loving community  

inviting and challenging people  

to move towards Christ.”  

 

We are in the second half of the third and 
final year of phase 1 of The Master’s Plan – 
Bridging the Generations capital cam-
paign.  The rewards of God’s gifts through 
your generous and sacrificial giving, monetar-
ily and through prayer are coming into view.   

 
The following is a project update for phase 1 

for 2016: 
 

 Words cannot express the feeling of wor-
shiping together in the beauty of the re-
modeled Worship Center.   

 
 The directional signs guide and welcome 

visitors as they enter the grounds and 
come to worship.  

 
 Picturesque banners representing Mission 

Valley’s core values of Connect, Care, Call 

and Courage will be installed in the Nar-
thex soon.   

 
 We will have bright and beautiful shading 

in the main courtyard to enjoy Connect Ca-
fé under, creating the outdoor rooms for 
meeting and connecting. 

 
 The Design Committee is planning the 

project Pastor Dave has dreamed about, a 
baptistery under the oak tree in the patio. 

 
As we build God’s kingdom, “Becoming a 

loving community, inviting and challenging 
people to move towards Christ,” we know 
everything is through God. We are faithful in 
maintaining and building upon the gifts He 
has blessed us with, for now and the future 
generations. 

 
Capital campaign financials from October 

2013 through July 31, 2016 are as follows: 
 
 Donations received: $775,505 
 
 Other received: $711 
 
 Capital expenses: $364,092 
 
 Capital campaign balance: $412,124 

THE MASTER’S PLAN...BRIDGING THE GENERATIONS 


